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NEWSLETTER
The Wind in the Willows

The charming tale of Ratty, Mole, Badger and Toad was brought to life as RSD’s Dramatic Society headed to the
riverbank, then downstream on a thrilling adventure through the splendour of Toad Hall, the perils of Wild Wood
and finally to a climactic battle with the wicked weasels who terrorise the riverbank.
Alan Bennett’s nostalgic adaptation on Kenneth Grahame’s classic
children’s story ran for three nights from 3-5 December, and delighted
the audiences who packed out the Assembly Hall.

warm community of the riverbank. Characters like Weasel Winifred
(Sophie Older) and Ferret Gerald (Emma McCarley) simply oozed
menace.

Mild-mannered and naïve Mole, convincingly portrayed by stage
veteran Lauren Boyd, stumbles into an exciting new life above ground
when he ventures out for some fresh air one spring morning and falls
into friendship with the worldly-wise water vole, Ratty, played with superb
comic timing by the talented David Saygi. Working as a very natural
double act, both actors brought charming eccentricity to these important
lead roles.

A host of other creatures and characters brought more laughs and
added charm to the meandering plot. Poor put-upon Albert the horse,
played with hilarious deadpan wit by Adam McFarlane, was an
audience hit, as were the ridiculously pompous magistrate (Megan
Forster) and the no-nonsense barge woman (Hannah Ferguson) who
throws Toad overboard. Laughs, and eyebrows, were raised at the
washerwoman (Matthew Scott), whilst Patrick Greeves also impressed
as the slightly barmy train driver.

Ratty and Moley are content to enjoy a quiet life on the riverbank ‘simply
messing about in boats’, but their flamboyant neighbour Toad of Toad
Hall has other ideas and drags the pair into his frenzied quest for a
rather more fast-paced life on the open road. Dion Di Maio’s riotously
comic portrayal of Toad perfectly captured his conceited character and
irresponsible pursuit of all that is flashy and fast… ‘Poop poop!’
Only the rather stern Badger, played with gruff authority by Reuben
Morrow, seems to have the knack of keeping Toad in line. But even
Badger fails to curb the obsession with motorcars that lands Toad in
some serious trouble. It is only after a prison sentence and a perilous
journey back to the riverbank, that Toad shows some level of humility
and is helped by his three friends to reclaim Toad Hall.
The Weasels, bossed by a scowling Jessica Hadden and marshalled by
a wily Rebecca Richardson, are the villains of the piece and, as a troop,
the weasels succeeded in conveying the thuggery that threatens the

Clever costuming and makeup helped convey animal qualities without
concealing character, and the fact that the actors worked hard to display
the individual mannerisms of the animals was not lost on the audience:
Tom Ferguson’s scampering, nose-twitching portrayal of Rabbit Robert
was just one example of the attention to detail that typified even the
smaller roles.
The minimalist set with its band of undulating blue cloth, suggestive of
the river, was beautifully designed, and complete with boat, caravan,
car, train and barge, it all functioned perfectly to transport us into the
English countryside and a bygone age.
Incorporating music, song and dance this playful production created a
warm and festive atmosphere for children and adults alike.
Congratulations to director Mr McDowell and to everyone involved in
the cast and behind the scenes.
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Well done to Mathew Mylroi-Lamont who competed in
the 2015 Surf Kayaking British Open in Wales in
September. He successfully defended his title as British
Junior Champion in the International/Long Boat Class
and reached the Semi-finals of the Open Division. He
also placed 2nd in the Junior High Performance/Short
Boat Class. This event followed on from success the
previous weekend in Easky, Sligo where he competed
at the Irish Open, again winning the Junior
International/Long Boat Class and placing 2nd over all
in the Open Division.

MATHEW RETAINS British Junior
Champion title

Congratulations to Ellie Kelso (Year 9) who
celebrated great success in cycling over the
summer. Competing in national-level competitions
for her club, East Tyrone Cycling Club, she won:
• Silver in the Under 14 Time trial
• Silver in the Under 14 Sprint
• Silver in the Under 14 Road race
• Gold in the Under 14 Scratch race.
Ellie was also selected to ride for Ulster in the interprovincial competition and helped Ulster take Gold
overall.

MORE MEDALS AND
ULSTER selection for
Ellie at Irish Open

ORIENTEERING SUCCESS
RUGBY SUCCESS
Well done Stephen Black (Year 11) on his achievements in
orienteering in 2015. After a season in which he enjoyed great
form, Stephen was selected for the Northern Ireland team at
the Junior Inter-Regional Championships in Birmingham in
September. The photo (above) is of Stephen at one of the last
meetings of the 2014/15 season – the Northern Ireland
Orienteering Championships at Magilligan at the end of
October. He finished second in his age group at that event.
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

Leadership Competition
Aaron with competition organiser Derek McClements

Congratulations to Aaron Graham (Year 13) who won the
Dungannon Rotary International Leadership Competition in
November. The competition was open to all local schools in
Dungannon and involved the students completing an
application form and, if selected, taking part in an interview.
Aaron was questioned on his knowledge of Rotary
International, the qualities needed for leadership and the
European Union. Aaron won this competition and was selected
to represent Dungannon Rotary in the all-Ireland final held in
Cookstown, where he was runner-up.
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JUNIOR SPORTS AWARDS
Congratulations to the winners of the Junior School awards for hockey and rugby. The awards are presented to the pupils based on their
commitment to training and their performances in matches so far this season. In hockey the winners were Luci Wallace (Year 8), Ruth Wilson
(Year 9) and Holly Henderson (Year 10). The rugby winners were Jamie Allen (Year 8), Ben Kelly (Year 9) and Jack Girvan (Year 10).

YEAR 10 Learn to Earn
On Tuesday 8 September representatives from Young Enterprise Northern
Ireland visited RSD and delivered the ‘Learn to Earn’ programme to Year
10 pupils. This proved to be an engaging and thought-provoking day,
challenging pupils to make the connection between education, training
and employment. They were informed of how the options, decisions and
choices they make whilst they are still at school directly influence their
success in their future careers. All pupils enjoyed the various activities,
which included budgeting for a dream lifestyle, exploring their
expectations, assessing the cost of living, identifying their skills and talents,
and finally, setting goals for the future. The event gave pupils an
enlightening insight into the word of work and emphasised the importance
of thinking about their futures now.

Jodie Rea and Kamile Grydziusko (Year 10)

YOUR SCHOOL YOUR BUSINESS
On Tuesday 8 September Year 8 took part in the ‘Your School Your Business’
programme run by Young Enterprise Northern Ireland. The many creative and
interactive activities gave students an insight into the practical day-to-day running of
their new school. They had the opportunity to interview Mr Wheeler, the school’s Bursar,
to find out about his role as a non-teaching member of staff. The programme enabled
students to develop a number of skills which they will need to be successful as they
begin their time at RSD, including communication, teamwork and problem-solving.
The event was a great success and was thoroughly enjoyed by Year 8, as well as the
Year 13 pupils who assisted as mentors for the programme.
Left: Molly Wilson, Lara Robinson, Ben Connelly, Kai Dickie and Tommy Hajdu (Year 8)

CHILDREN IN NEED 2015
On Friday 13 November RSD pupils raised money for Children in Need through a nonuniform day, with each pupil donating £1 for the privilege of not wearing uniform. Additional
funds were raised through a Sixth Form Big Breakfast event, kindly sponsored by Cookstown
Meats, as well as a bun sale and a ‘guess the number of sweets in the jar’ competition. The
total raised was well in excess of £1000. Well done to everyone involved.
Right: Feba Abraham and Rhian Brownlow clearly enjoying their Big Breakfast, courtesy of the FT Department and
Cookstown Meats.

SHOEBOX Appeal

Charities Committee members Rebekah Clingan, Kerry McMullan,
Lucy Steenson and Tiegan Ferguson (Year 13)

One of the first tasks for the new Charities Committee, consisting of 26
enthusiastic pupils led by Mrs Matthews and Mrs Stewart, was to organise
this year’s Shoebox Appeal, which is aimed at helping those in need this
Christmas. The Shoebox Appeal, now an RSD tradition, provides pupils of
all ages with the opportunity to get involved with helping people who aren’t
as fortunate as us. This year an astonishing 180 shoe boxes were collected
throughout the school; this stands out as the highest record for RSD
charities to date and we hope to continue this success in the future.
On 9 October, we were honoured to welcome back Mr Chris Wright to
Assembly to present him with the boxes. This handover marks the start of
their long journey to Romania. On Christmas Day more than 180 of the
poorest Romanian people will receive a box with stationery, toys and daily
essentials which we take for granted every day; therefore on behalf of all
charities committee members, we’d like to give everyone who took part in
helping us a massive thanks as we couldn’t have achieved this without you!

STEM BUS
stops in at RSD

RSD AND ST PATRICK’S
ACADEMY team up for
stargazing project

Hannah Fowler and Lauren Plunkett (Year 13) carrying out lab work on board the
STEM bus

Year 9 pupils from both schools pictured with Colin Johnston of Armagh Planetarium.
These pupils, along with the rest of their Year 9 peers, watched the night sky carefully
throughout October in order to help Queen’s University researchers who are
investigating air and light quality.

SIXTH FORM PE classes at
‘Science of Sport’ event

On Wednesday 11 November the AS and A2 Physical Education classes
joined other NI schools at the ‘Science of Sport’ STEM event organised
by Ulster University in partnership with W5 and hosted at The Odyssey,
Belfast.

SIXTH FORM ARTISTS
Seacourt Print Workshop

On Friday 6 November, Years 13 & 14 Art classes visited Seacourt Print
Workshop, where they carried out some intaglio printing as part of their
A Level coursework

JUNIOR
CONCERT

JUNIOR
DISCO

Tuesday 21 October

Wednesday
21 October

The all-new Junior Concert took place
on Tuesday 27 October and featured
a wealth of RSD’s performing talent in
music, dance and drama. Guitarist
Jamie Hamilton (Year 8), just one of
the huge number of pupils involved,
treated the audience to a superb
acoustic performance.

Year 8 girls enjoying the
Junior School Disco
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Dunbia
employer of choice
Dunbia is a multi-national food
company serving top quality meat
products to local, national and
international markets. With our diverse
company structure operating across
thirteen sites all skill sets are welcomed.
Some of our key departments include:

www.dunbia.com

Restaurant Dungannon

For Table Reservations please contact 028 8775 3800.
Menus can be viewed on line at www.viscountsrestaurant.co.uk
Opening Hours:
Tuesday- Friday from 4pm
Saturday & Sunday from 12noon

Q Sales
Q Accountancy & Finance
Q Management & Operations
Q Marketing
Q Environmental
Q Engineering
Q Agriculture
Q Human Resources

ORIENTEERING UPDATE first events of 2015/16 season
The Orienteering Club had their first outing of the year in Omagh on
Monday 12 October. The stars of the day were Tori Hampton (Year 9),
Laura Saunders (Year 11), Adam Scott (Year 8), Jon Birnie (Year 9) and
Stephen Black (Year 11). The minibus was full and the high level
performances set up some healthy competition for selection for the next
event in Portadown on Wednesday 21 October, which was another great
success. Again, the top performers were Stephen Black, Jon Birnie, Adam
Scott and Tori Hampton. Well done to all team members for their
competitiveness and for a great start to the season!
Right: The Orienteering Team in Omagh

NAVAN CENTRE - Outreach
Day Years 8 and 10

YEAR 8 “BLAST OFF” and
“PARENT POWER” events

On Monday 30 November the Navan Centre’s Living History
performers visited RSD to present workshops on the Normans for
Year 8 pupils, and World War I for our Year 10s. Year 8 pupils were
introduced to a range of medieval weaponry by two Norman
knights and engaged in a group debate on the contenders to the
English throne in 1066. The Year 10s were able to get their hands
on some items associated with trench warfare, to discuss the causes
of the war and to practice their salutes.

On Thursday 19 November all Year 8 pupils participated in the
“Blast Off” study skills event provided by Amazing Brains. On the
same evening, around 50 parents of Year 8 pupils attended the
accompanying “Parent Power” event. Each session provided pupils
and parents with practical advice and strategies to employ as they
embark upon their studies at RSD.

BRAND NEW FOREIGN FILM YEAR 14 Interview
CLUB starts up
Skills Day
RSD pupils are enjoying a new
extra-curricular activity offered on
Friday lunchtimes in H24 with Mrs
White. The first film shown was Les
Choristes (subtitled in English) which
tells the heartwarming story of a
French boarding school for ‘difficult’
boys in the 1940s. Foreign Film
Club meets at H24 on Fridays
between 1 and 1.30 p.m. and free
popcorn is provided!
Year 14 pupils participating in the Interview Skills Day which took place on
Tuesday 24 November. Well done to all the pupils and thanks to all the
volunteers who kindly gave up their time to act as interviewers.

DATE FOR
YOUR DIARYe:
Carol Ser vic
ember at
Friday 18 Dec
St Anne’s
11.15 a.m. in
Parish Church.

ANTIBULLYING
WEEK

Anti-Bullying week ran from 16-20
November. The Safer Schools Team
worked hard on a number of
projects to raise awareness of
bullying throughout the school.
Lucas McMaster and Zara Farmer
are seen here with 8P during their
form tutor period.
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SPORT

DUNBIA TEAMS UP with 1st XV
RSD Rugby Club is pleased to announce a sponsorship agreement with meat processing company Dunbia and
the School’s 1st XV rugby team. The local business has supplied the team with a brand new kit for this season’s
cup campaign. Karen Birnie, Dunbia’s Marketing and Communications Manager, who presented the jersey to
team captain Peter Doran, sees the agreement as a strengthening of the relationship between Dunbia and RSD:
“We have strong links with RSD as many former pupils have forged long-term careers in this company and we
value our ongoing partnership.” Head of Boys PE and Rugby, Mr Gareth McClintock is delighted with the
sponsorship: “”To have the support of a company of this calibre is invaluable, and on behalf of RSD I would like
to thank Dunbia for their continued support”.

2ND XV THROUGH TO CUP
QUARTER FINAL

1ST XV SCHOOLS CUP DRAW

This season’s Danske Bank Ulster Schools Cup was launched on 17
November at Kingspan Stadium by the participating captains. On
Saturday 9 January at home, RSD will face the winners of a preliminaryround fixture between Strabane Academy and Carrick Grammar.

RSD’s pack face up to their Coleraine opponents

Well done to the 2nd XV rugby squad on progressing to the quarter
final of their Schools Cup competition, having beaten Antrim
Grammar 59-5 in the first round, and Coleraine Grammar 17-6 in
the second round. Quarter final draw TBA.
1.

THE UGANDA TEAM
– Summer 2015
Over the summer of 2015, led by Miss Montgomery, a team of 25
(21 pupils and four staff) left RSD in the early hours of 1July to fly
to Kampala, Uganda via Dublin, Amsterdam and Kigali. They were
visiting Bethel Royal High School which was set up and opened in
2010 as part of a legacy project by the Royal Schools of Ulster who
celebrated their 400th anniversary in 2008.
Over the fortnight the team followed a busy itinerary of activities
and learned much about the work of Fields of Life, the Christian
charity which built the Bethel Royal and many other schools
throughout Uganda. The team visited some of these schools, and
spent time in Bethel Royal, getting to know its staff and pupils and
helping out in lessons – an experience they found both humbling
and inspirational because of the generosity and joy of their hosts.

2.

Before departing, the team presented the school with a cheque for
60 million Ugandan Shillings (£12,000) on behalf of RSD. The
money had been raised through the fundraising efforts of the wider
RSD community. Those who were part of the team returned with
renewed determination to maintain the link between our schools
and to continue providing support. A full detailed report and photo
gallery of the trip will be included in the next edition of the RSD
School Magazine.
1. Hannah Wilson (Year 14)
2. Rachel Wilson, Stuart Ferguson, Amy Robinson, Lydia Reilly and Beth Conroy
3. Miss Montgomery and the team presenting RSD’s gift to Bethel Royal School
4. Upper Sixth leaver Jonathan Black gains some early teaching practice

4.

3.
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