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The curtains have closed on yet another extremely successful 
Royal School Dungannon theatrical production. This year, 
from 7th-10th November, audiences were transported to a 
world of habits and humour by the divine musical comedy 
‘Sister Act!’, based on the 1992 hit film featuring Whoopi 
Goldberg. The hall was filled with cheer and laughter, selling 
out the majority of nights and receiving a standing ovation 
for every performance.

The tale begins on Christmas Eve in 1977 at a disco 
nightclub in Philadelphia. Club singer Deloris Van Cartier, a 
role executed phenomenally by Dion Di Maio, and her two 
energetic back-ups (Katie Chambers and Rebecca Rocha 
Elliott) are performing in front of an empty house. Van 
Cartier’s boyfriend Curtis Jackson (Stephen Black), owns the 
nightclub. Deloris is overjoyed as she believes her boyfriend 
is going to allow her to perform for the public at his club. 
Jackson tells her he cannot join her for Christmas Day but 
gives her a coat which she discovers belonged to his wife. 
Hurt and frustrated she decides to break up with Jackson. 
When she happens to witness Jackson and his crew murder 
someone accused of ‘squealing’ to the cops, she becomes 
terrified and runs. 

Sometime later Deloris arrives at police station and tells the 
desk chief, Eddie, what has happened. Eddie is portrayed 
with comic charm by St Patrick’s Academy pupil Finn 
McKeever. The two recognise each other as old friends 
from school, with Deloris calling him ‘Sweaty Eddie’. Eddie 
decides that Deloris needs to go into the ‘witness protection 
program’ and sends her to the place he believes Jackson 
will never find her: a convent! When Deloris arrives, she 
is disappointed to learn from the no-nonsense Mother 
Superior, played superbly by Hannah Ferguson, that contact 
with the outside world is limited and that she cannot smoke, 
drink or wear any of her less-than-appropriate clothing.

Deloris joins the other nuns for dinner and is introduced as 
Sister Mary Clarence. After several comedic interactions with 
Sister Mary Patrick, hilariously depicted by Beth Weir, and 
the sarcastic Sister Mary Lazarus, played with more comic 

skill by Bebhinn Elliott-Murphy, Deloris discovers just how 
much her life will be limited as a nun through the song 
“It’s Good to Be a Nun. Meanwhile, back in his nightclub, 
Jackson is frustrated that he cannot find Deloris anywhere. 
He tells his bungling comic trio of thugs: Joey, TJ and Pang, 
played superbly by Odo Pang, Alex Talbot and Matthew 
Green, how he will not stop until he finds and kills Deloris. 
The darkly amusing song ‘When I Find My Baby’ was 
delivered by Stephen.

Back at the convent, Deloris sneaks out to a slinky bar and 
is followed by Sister Mary Patrick and Sister Mary Robert, a 
shy and quiet nun, skilfully portrayed by Emily Carson. When 
the two nuns arrive, they see how fun things can be outside 
of the convent. However, Deloris recognizes Joey, TJ and 
Pang at another table and they escape- Eddie and Mother 
Superior meet them back at the convent. Mother Superior 
confronts Deloris, telling her that she must conform to the 
life of the nuns, later limiting her activities to working with 
the far from tuneful convent choir. 

The following morning, Deloris attends the choir practice and 
realises how bad the situation is. Deloris teaches the nuns 
how to sing in key and on time in an uplifting song “Raise 
Your Voice”. That Sunday the choir performs a rousing, up-
tempo hymn “Take Me to Heaven”. Both songs allowed 
Dion to really display her powerful, show-stopping vocals. 
Mother Superior is horrified at how the simple, traditional 
choir she knew has changed and become modern.

Later, during a stunning song “Sunday Morning Fever”, 
Monsignor O’Hara, who was portrayed with natural charm 
by local movie star James Stockdale, bursts in with exciting 
news: the choir has been asked to perform a special concert 
in front of the Pope. Deloris is thrilled but foolhardy; Jackson 
and his goons have spotted Deloris with the choir on the 
television accepting the invitation. Jackson orders his 
henchmen to get into the convent and bring Deloris back. 
This led to one of the highlights of the show, the song 
‘Lady in the Long Black Dress’, which even caused some 
staff members to cry with laughter. Matthew, Odo and Alex 

deserve great credit for pulling off their hilarious routine 
whilst still staying on key. 

Deloris is approached by the nuns before they go to sleep, 
asking her to lead them in prayer for their show for the 
Pope on the following day. Mother Superior arrives shortly 
thereafter and informs Deloris that the court date for Jackson 
has been moved up to the next day and she must leave 
immediately. The other nuns overhear and Deloris is forced 
to tell them the truth about who she really is and that she 
cannot perform with them. She receives a poignant, biblical 
farewell from Mary Martin of Tours, played impressively by 
Aimee Johnston. As Deloris prepares to leave, Sister Mary 
Robert begs to come with her, claiming that she has been 
inspired to become a stronger person and go after the 
things she wants. 

Deloris runs from the convent and stays at Eddie’s house 
for the night. While there, she is initially overjoyed that, the 
following day, she will testify against Jackson and his boys 
to go back to pursuing the career she’s dreamed of. Feeling 
immense guilt for abandoning her sisters, she realises that 
the choices she is making will leave her with nothing but 
fame and money. 

Dressed as nuns, Jackson, Joey, TJ and Pang sneak into 
the convent. Deloris eventually runs into Jackson, leading 
to a final confrontation. Jackson demands that Deloris 
to get on her knees and beg for her life. All of the sisters 
run in unafraid; they guard her, telling Jackson that he will 
have to go through them first when Eddie storms in and 
fights Jackson off. He and Deloris then share a passionate 
embrace. Mother Superior and Deloris come to a truce and 
agree to accept each other. As the curtains fall, we transition 
to the performance in front of the Pope as the nuns stand 
in unison with their voices ringing in harmony. This led to a 
rousing finale from the whole cast and a reprise of ‘Take me 
to Heaven’, which had the audience springing to their feet 
and clapping along enthusiastically.
Reported by Bebhinn Elliott-Murphy and Aimee Johnston 
(Year 13)

SISTER ACT
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Ellie scoops gold at the Ulster 
Championships 

Congratulations to Ellie Kelso (Year 12) who celebrated great 
success in cycling at the end of the summer. Competing at 
the Irish National Championships in August, she was placed 
3rd in the Criterium, 4th in the Road Race, 5th in the Sprint 
and 6th in the 500m Time Trial. Ellie struck gold at the Ulster 
Championships where she was placed 1st in the Road Race 
and 3rd in the Time Trial. A superb achievement! Ellie then 
rode for Ireland at the Errigal Youth Tour in Donegal where 
she was placed 7th overall. A wonderful set of results for 
such a talented young lady. Well done, Ellie!

Emily’s Ulster Orchestra 
masterclass 

RSD had the privilege of having Ulster Orchestra 
violinist, Danny McCann-Williams in school 
recently. Danny provided a masterclass for 
Napier Prize winner, Emily Hayes (Year 13), 
for excellence in strings performance. This 
hour-long lesson allowed Emily to work on her 
technique. She recited a piece on her violin called 
‘Intermezzo’. Members of Royal Strings had the 
opportunity to also observe the masterclass and 
pick up some tips for the development of their 
own performance skills. Once again, we are 
indebted to former teacher, Mrs M. Napier for 
providing pupils with this experience.

Top A Level examination achiever 

Congratulations to Rachel Johnston who has been 
awarded 2nd place in Northern Ireland for the 2018 A 
Level examination in Nutrition and Food Science. Rachel is 
pictured with Mrs J Stewart (on the right), her AS Nutrition 
and Food Science teacher and Mrs P McMullan (on left), 
who is Head of Department and Rachel’s A Level teacher. 
We wish Rachel all the best as she continues her studies at 
Queens University Belfast, in Adult Nursing.
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Katrina Cairns (Year 14) recently earned a place on The BFI Film Academy Network 
Programme, through Cinemagic. This is a programme for young, aspiring film makers.

“The BFI Film Academy Network Programme through Cinemagic is a Northern Irish 
programme where around twenty aspiring film makers are given the opportunity to work 
alongside industry professionals while creating a short film. The course takes place 
from September 2018 to January 2019 and contains workshops, masterclasses and 
real hands-on experience making a film. For the course the participants are required 
to create a personal website to exhibit all of the work completed, this has proven to 
be a difficult but extremely beneficial part of the course as it has given me an online 
portfolio for the rest of my career. Although I have only just begun the course I have 
already hugely developed my skills as a filmmaker and have found many new friends. 
I am very excited to complete the course and to create a short film with my team.” 
Katrina Cairns

This is a great achievement for Katrina; there were only twenty-three young people 
in Northern Ireland selected to take part this year. We wish her all the best as the 
programme continues.

Young Artist of the Year finalist 

Emily Leonard (Year 13) was selected as one of only ten 
finalists for the title of ‘Young Artist of The Year’, in association 
with Belfast Culture Night .

Emily submitted one of her GCSE final outcomes, inspired by 
an apple tree at home, as an entry and is absolutely delighted 
with this achievement; a fantastic reflection on the quality of 
work being produced by our Art students! Emily’s work was 
exhibited thereafter for a number of days, as part of a larger 
group exhibition of artwork for Belfast Culture Night.

Mathew rides the wave of 
success 

Mathew Mylroi Lamont left RSD in August 2017 with an 
enviable set of results under his belt (3 A*). He developed his 
keen interest and involvement in surf kayaking many years 
ago whilst studying here at RSD and we were delighted to 
learn of his recent success, winning his first British Men’s 
title. Mathew is the current British Men’s Champion in Short 
Boat Category.

“I was pretty happy to come out with a 3rd in the Long 
Boat… next up was the Short Boat. I won, I won my first 
British men’s title! I was stoked to have done so well against 
so many good surfers and it’s been an amazing week.” 
Read Mathew’s full story of the event at https://peakuk.com/
blog/2018/10/22/3842/

Katrina earns filming opportunity with BFI and 
Cinemagic 
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Year 8 ‘Amazing Brains’ & ‘Parent Power’ events 
On 12th October, all Year 8 pupils participated in the “Blast Off” study skills event provided 
by ‘Amazing Brains’.  On the same evening, parents of Year 8 pupils were also invited 
to attended the accompanying ‘Parent Power’ event.  Each session provided pupils and 
parents with practical advice and strategies to employ as they embark upon their studies 
at RSD.

RSD goes bananas for World Mental Health Day! 
All pupils and staff at RSD enjoyed the opportunity on 10th October (World Mental Health Day) to participate in the ‘Walk and Talk’ event, 
as part of the Positive Mental Health community campaign. Mrs Kerr and the Safer School Team of pupils organised a superb event, where 
pupils followed a guided route around the school grounds with five stops along the journey, focusing on aspects of the Public Health 
Agency’s ‘Take 5’ message: Give, Be Active, Connect, Keep Learning and Take Notice.

Mrs Kerr had approached local primary and secondary schools, sports groups, youth clubs and organisations in advance, to come together 
and celebrate World Mental Health Day in the same way, at the same time- with resounding success.

The local Spar and Eurospar retailers have kindly sponsored this event and consequently supplied a total of 7000 bottles of water for this 
week, to each school that participated in the local area of Dungannon. Tesco also kindly sponsored 1000 bananas for the event. Each pupil 
involved remained well hydrated and energised as they fulfilled the ‘Be Active’ and ‘Connect’ aspects of the ‘Take 5’ message. A competition 
to come up with a suitable name and logo for the new community group is also running within each of the secondary schools at KS3 level 
(Years 8, 9 & 10).

“We are delighted with the response from all corners of the community towards our Positive Mental Health campaign and we’re hoping that 
this is the start of something really powerful within our town. With everybody working together we can make a huge impact on promoting 
positive mental health within Dungannon and further afield.” Mrs Kerr

Our Safer School Team also prepared presentations for each school to use throughout the week. Our assemblies during this week also 
featured many aspects of the Take 5 message.

PFTA Quiz 
Thursday 15th November saw an evening of 
great fun and laughter, as staff and pupils 
competed fiercely in the annual PFTA quiz 
night. The winning group on the night was the 
Under 13 Hockey team of girls, led by Mr Kerr. 
The winners scooped a well-deserved prize of 
chocolate and £50 for their school team. A 
great night was had by staff and pupils alike!

Team ‘Sister Kerrs’

Molly McAlister, Hannah Herron, 
Reuben Hampton, Louise Smiton, 
Evie Bradley and Fidha Seif Huq

Lois Carson, Emma Chambers, Vakaris Deltuva,  
Justin Montgomery and Jessie Dougherty.
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Charities Committee: Shoebox Appeal 
RSD supported the Shoebox Appeal this year with just as much enthusiasm and 
determination as ever. The total number of shoeboxes collected was 93 and these were 
collected by Chris Wright from Project Romania. A big thank you to all who took part and very 
well done on your efforts this year!

Left: Robyn Talbot (Year 14) pictured with Chris Wright and Dr Burnett

Charities Committee receive award nomination 
Three members of the 2017-2018 Charities Committee attended the Head First Awards at 
W5 on 10th October with Mrs Stitt and Mrs Matthews. RSD was nominated for an award 
for fundraising efforts, specifically for Action Mental Health. This was held on World Mental 
Health Day and there were many inspirational speakers who talked about the importance of 
mental health and looking out for those around us. The team were delighted to be nominated 
and involved in the event.

Left: Laura Saunders, Robyn Talbot and Milan Dickie (all Year 14)

Art Exhibition at Ranfurly House 
In a joint venture between RSD and St Patrick’s Academy, (and part of the Shared Education Partnership) this year’s Ranfurly House Art Exhibition 
ran from 11th – 27th September. For the sixth successive year, the Art and Design departments from both schools have worked together on this 
excellent project which celebrates the talent and achievement of our Art pupils across GCSE and A Level.

SESP Printmakers 
Year 13 & 14 A Level Art pupils travelled to St Patrick’s Academy on 19th November, as the Art Department kindly hosted an intaglio printmaking 
workshop for the day, guided by printmaking artist Fionnuala O’Neill. All pupils had a great day and created some beautiful work. Plans are 
already in the pipeline for the next joint venture; a trip to view the Royal Ulster Academy art exhibition at the Ulster Museum. 

It is a delight and a great encouragement to see so many of our young students commit to the community of which they are part of.  As a school, 
we are extremely proud of each and every one of them.
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Art Careers talk with Dean Black 
It was a pleasure to welcome back our past pupil, Dean Black, to the Art Department on 11th September. Dean completed his A Level studies 
at RSD in June 2013. He discussed his recent experience as a practicing architect, studying Architecture at the University of Ulster, studying in 
France with Erasmus and writing for a collaborative Architectural History book ‘Glamour and Gloom’ released last November. Dean has just begun 
studying for his masters in Architectural History at The Bartlett School of Architecture, London. We wish him every success in his future studies.

w
w

w
.r

o
y

a
l

d
u

n
g

a
n

n
o

n
.c

o
m

Year 11 Historians journey to Belgium 
A group of pupils from RSD and St Patrick’s Academy travelled to Belgium in September to visit a number of sites as part of a joint SESP trip. The 
group visited many landmarks including the Somme Battlefields, Ulster Tower and Thiepval Memorial. The next day took them to Langemark German 
military cemetery, Sanctuary Wood trenches, Tyne Cot cemetery and the Last Post ceremony at Menin Gate. Their last stop was Bruges! The group 
all enjoyed a fantastic trip, they made some great connections and took home some lasting memories.

Paris Trip 2018 
From 17th – 22nd August, RSD French and Art pupils in Years 11-14 enjoyed a host of activities and experiences on a trip to Paris in August. With an 
already enviable itinerary, the group were further blessed with beautiful weather - the icing on the cake for a perfect trip! Check out the next school 
magazine for more details and photographs.

The RSD Swim Team of Rebecca Graham, Emma Chambers and Miranda 
Hazelton (Year 8), Jayne Courtney and Matthew Moan (Year 9), Annabel 
Davidson (Year 10,) Sarah Wilson, Hannah Courtney and James Moan (Year 
11) travelled to Bangor Aquatic Centre to take part in the Swim Ulster Schools 
Cup championship on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st October, competing 
against 100+ schools with around 100 entries in each event.

Year 8 swimmers led the way on Saturday with an energetic performance 

from all, with particular praise for Emma Chambers in qualifying for the finals 
and achieving 5th place in the 50m Breast Stroke. She has qualified with her 
times to represent RSD and Ulster in Dublin at the Irish Finals in February 
2019.

Particular praise goes to Matthew Moan for achieving 4th place in the 100m 
Freestyle and to Emma Chambers for 3rd place in the 200m Individual Medley 
in their own year groups on the Sunday. A very successful weekend of events.

Mrs Clingan gives a brief Art History overview at the Musée d’Orsay

Emma Chambers, Jayne Courtney, Annabel Davidson 
and Matthew Moan.

James Moan, Hannah Chambers and Sarah Wilson

Sunset at the top of the Arc de Triomphe

Emma Chambers, Miranda Hazelton and 
Rebecca Graham.

Ulster Schools Cup: a swimming success for RSD
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Killyman Road, Dungannon
Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland BT71 6LN   
Tel: +44 (0)28 8772 3131  
Email: office.gb@greiner-gpi.com 
www.greiner-gpi.com

About us

Leading supplier of rigid plastic 
packaging to the dairy industry

With many locations throughout Europe, we grant our
customers the shortest production and lead times.

16 - 18 Perry Street, 
Dungannon BT71 6AJ

T: 028 8772 2149 • 028 8772 2011
E: annepeden111@btinternet.com

www.edwardsflowershop.co.uk

Restaurant Dungannon
For Table Reservations please 

contact 028 8775 3800. 
Menus can be viewed on line at 
www.viscountsrestaurant.co.uk       

  Opening Hours:
Tuesday- Friday from 4pm                 

Saturday & Sunday from 12noon

www.dunbia.com FOLLOW US ON
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Rugby & Hockey South Africa Tour 
31st July – 14th August saw 37 of our pupils and 6 staff embarked on the trip of a lifetime to South Africa. 
The Rugby and Hockey tour party enjoyed many enviable experiences and amazing sights during their game 
‘down time’; many of which can be seen on the RSDRugby and RSD Hockey Facebook pages. Check out the 
magazine next year for more details. 

David Shrestha Shield 
Well done to the RSD Medallion team on winning the David Shrestha 
Shield again this year, in an exciting match, defeating Friends School 
Lisburn 56-0. Tries for: Jamie Allen x 3, Michael Tate x 3, Jacob 
Clarke, Adam Scott, Adam Bradley and Matthew Hall. 3 conversions 
by James Girvan. ‘Man of the Match’ was awarded to Alex Kennedy 
and Ryan McCammond. Mrs Kate Shrestha is pictured presenting 
the David Shrestha Shield to RSD captain Jamie Allen, with FSL’s 
captain, Alex.

Ulster Schools’ Cup Draw 
RSD 1st XV were selected to enter Round 3 of the Danske 
Bank Ulster Schools’ Cup, after a promising start to the 
season. Luke McMullan (Captain) attended the launch with 
the captains from the other 32 schools in Ulster, who enter 
the second oldest rugby tournament in the world. RSD will 
find out who they play after the Round 2 games on Saturday 
12th January.

Please keep up to date with our Rugby and Hockey news by 
visiting our RSDRugby and RSD Hockey Facebook and 
Twitter pages.

Ireland v New Zealand  
The rugby boys and coaches enjoyed a trip to see Ireland take on 
the New Zealand All Blacks on 17th November, in an exciting game 
at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin. The 16-9 win for Ireland was a joy 
to witness first hand and was also the first time some of our players 
had been to an International match! 

Ulster Hockey 
Talent Development 

Squad 
Congratulations to Molly Watt and 
Lauren Gillespie (Year 10) who 
have been selected for the Ulster 
Hockey U15 Talent Development 
programme.

Ulster Hockey 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: a showcase of music, drama and dance - Wednesday 12th December at 7.30pm in RSD.

CAROL SERVICE: Wednesday 19th December at 11.15am in St Anne’s Parish Church.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY




