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21st January 2021 

Dear Parents & Pupils, 

Update for P7 Parents & Pupils 

Thank you for your patience as we have finalised the admissions criteria for entry to Year 8 in September 

2021. Yesterday, we sent you a copy of the updated criteria document for your convenience and you can 

see this also on the RSD website and, in due course, on the EA website. 

We understand that the changes brought about by the cancellation of the AQE transfer test have been 

difficult for everyone and we thought it would be helpful to provide some further guidance now that you 

have had a chance to consider the full Year 8 admissions criteria document. The new admissions criteria 

have been carefully considered by RSD Governors when contingency planning at their meetings in October, 

November, December and January. We believe they provide the fairest basis for admissions this year when 

the Covid-19 health crisis has made the AQE transfer test impracticable. It is clear to us that no alternative 

academic process, such as using primary school data, would provide a fair and practicable method for 

conducting academic selection. 

In the coming days, you will have a chance to speak to your primary school about transfer and the best 

options for you. Your primary school will be able to provide you with insight and wisdom garnered over 

many years and help you to decide your school preferences within the overall transfer process. We hope, 

of course, that you will see RSD as your best fit and that you will want to come to RSD. You have already 

chosen to prepare for the tests and hopefully your practice papers have encouraged you that you would 

be capable of doing the work in a grammar school. It may feel now that this preparation work is wasted 

but you will quickly see, if you come to RSD, that is not the case. Your hard work will provide a strong 

platform for making further progress in Years 8-10 and lay the foundations for GCSE and A Level success 

later.  

Many of you have been in RSD on numerous occasions, including the P6 Open Night last February when 

you probably picked up a prospectus. You can see a digital version of the prospectus on the RSD website 

plus the RSD Information Booklet for 2021 which provides lots of additional information (I have to be 

honest, the boring bits!). Just click on https://www.royaldungannon.com/key-documents/. We would love 

to have welcomed you all back to RSD this month for the P7 Open Mornings but of course that is not 

possible. So, next month, we will send you a link to our new welcome video and we hope that it will remind 

you of all the good things you already know about RSD and encourage you to apply here when the EA open 

their online portal on 1st March. There is also lots of information on the RSD website and social media. If 

you have any questions about RSD in the meantime, or would like a prospectus posted to you, then feel 

free to contact us by phone (8.45 am to 12.30 pm during lockdown) or email.  
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If you can piece together all these factors – advice from primary school, a good standard in your practice 

tests, a feeling of connection with RSD – then please do apply and place RSD as your first preference. 

Although we do not prioritise first preferences, if you put another school first then there is a very good 

chance they will accept you and we will never see your application.  

Each year, we hear from families that they didn’t apply to RSD because they thought they wouldn’t get in 

but then learn that other people with similar circumstances were successful and they regret not applying. 

The most important factor in the transfer process this year, as in any year, will be whether or not you apply 

in the first instance: the old adage that you have to be in it to win it.  

Looking back at recent admissions patterns, our modelling suggests that a significant majority of successful 

applicants to RSD in recent years would have gained entry to RSD through criteria 2(i) and 2(ii) for this year: 

being registered for the AQE tests; and having a sibling/being the eldest. The remaining pupils would have 

been admitted through criteria 2(iii) to 2(vii). The final tie-breaker 2(viii), measuring distance from home to 

school, would not have been required (indeed, has never been required). Please note the requirement in 

the RSD admission criteria for parents to supply supporting documentation which you will be able to upload 

via the EA portal (e.g. see note a). 

Of course, when a school is oversubscribed there will inevitably be some pupils who are disappointed not 

to be awarded a place. Whether we have our customary test and criteria or no test and the contingency 

criteria for 2021, there will always be pupils who miss out. In some cases, pupils go on the RSD waiting list 

and find a place later. The level of competition for places in any year, including this year, is determined by 

families and the number of pupils who actually apply. The most important advice I can give you, therefore, 

is to apply.  

I hope that this is helpful and reassuring. We would love nothing more than to give a place to every pupil 

who wants to come to RSD but, as we all know, that is not in our gift and we, like you, must follow the 

process as set down by government. The next key dates for you will be 1st to 16th March, when the EA’s 

new online portal for post-primary transfer will be open and you can apply for school places. We hope that 

you choose RSD and that we see you in the Old Grey Mother sometime in the near future in the famous 

old chocolate and magenta uniform.  

In the meantime, stay safe and healthy and if you have any queries then please do contact us at school. 

Your sincerely,  

 

 

 

Dr D Burnett  

Headmaster  


