
Primary 7/Year 8 Transfer Process to RSD, 2021 

Dear P7 Parents & Pupils, 

We hope you enjoyed our welcome video and that it reminded you of all the things that go on in RSD 

and the reasons why our pupils enjoy being here. You are now thinking about your next step, from 

primary to post-primary school in September, and we hope that the welcome video also reminded 

you about the things you liked about RSD and why you were thinking of applying to our school. 

RSD welcome video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2dgkbbK45E  

As you know, transfer this year is very different, with no AQE tests to sit, and our admissions criteria 

for 2021 are, therefore, a bit different to other years. You will have received a copy of these a few 

weeks back and you can see them on the RSD and EA websites. 

https://www.royaldungannon.com/year-8-admissions/  

The transfer process is online for the first time this year. The process is now open and you have until 

16th March to apply (it is not ‘first come, first served’). You can see the EA’s advice about how to use 

the online application portal here.  

https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions/admissions-videos-and-guidance 

We thought it would be useful to remind you about some of the key things to do when applying for 

RSD, so that the information you provide is as complete and relevant as possible. 

The online application process allows you to upload scanned documents or photographs to support 

your application. The most important items to upload for your RSD application are: 

 Child’s birth certificate  

 Child’s AQE documents (e.g. AQE registration letter or AQE examination card) 

If you have a ‘child of the family’ (usually referred to as sibling) at RSD, then tell us their name and 

current year group; and if you have a ‘child of the family’ who was previously at the school, then tell 

us their name and the dates they attended (e.g. 2006-2013). Remember, ‘child of the family’ has a 

range of definitions in note C of the RSD Admissions Criteria, so make sure you look at these. 

If your child is the ‘eldest child’, then tell us this in the application. Again, there are a range of points 

about what it means to be the ‘eldest child’ outlined in note C.  

If you are entitled to Free School Meals, then tick the box on your online application. You can also 

type this into your application in the open text box.  

If a parent or guardian is a former pupil of the Royal School Dungannon or the former Dungannon 

High School for Girls, then tell us their name and the dates they attended (e.g. 1990-1997). 

If your child is the first boy or first girl of the family, then tell us the details about older siblings e.g. 

Tom has an older sister, Ellen, aged 14 but Tom is the eldest boy. 

We know it is always an anxious time for families when applying for school places. We have re-

attached the letter from 21st January with lots of useful advice and we would highlight this key section. 

Looking back at recent admissions patterns, our modelling suggests that a significant majority of 

successful applicants to RSD in recent years would have gained entry to RSD through criteria 2(i) and 

2(ii) for this year: being registered for the AQE tests; and having a sibling/being the eldest. The 
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remaining pupils would have been admitted through criteria 2(iii) to 2(vii). The final tie-breaker 2(viii), 

measuring distance from home to school, would not have been required (indeed, has never been 

required). 

We hope that is helpful and that you choose to apply to RSD. If you have any questions about the RSD 

Admissions Criteria or the online application process, then please do contact us (the RSD office is open 

from 9.00 am to 12.30 pm, Monday to Friday). We hope to welcome many of you to RSD in the near 

future. 

Dr D Burnett 

Headmaster  

 

 

 

 


